OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS

          CUSTOMS HOUSE, NEAR AKASHWANI, NAVRANGPIRA, AHMEDABAD-380009.

F.No. VIII/48-28/CUS/VAL/08                                                    Dated 04.04-2008

                           STANDING ORDER NO.    17 / 2008

       Subject:-  Utilization of Export Commodities Database Project (ECDB)      

                        Regarding.

The Directorate General of Valuation (D.G.O.V.) Central Board of Excise and Customs, Mumbai, vide letter F.No.VAL/TECH/1/2008 dated 13.3.2008 has informed that while going through the ECDB installed at ACC Ahmedabad and ICD Sabarmati Ahmedabad, it is noticed that quality of data is very poor. They have sent a note on data quality and usage, which was discussed in the Tarrif Conference of Chief Commissioner of Customs held on 01.10.05 and 16.6.2006. A copy of the said note is enclosed herewith for information, guidance and necessary action, by the officers posted at ACC/ICD, Ahmedabd.

2.
The same is brought to the notice of all the officers and staff and field formations for information, guidance and strict compliance. Difficulties, if any, in implementation of the said guidelines may be brought to the notice of this Office, immediately.

(RAKESH KUMAR SHARMA)

                                                                                      COMMISSIONER 

 Encl:        As Above.

Copy to:   As per Mailing List.
ANNEX
NOTE ON DATA QUALITY AND USAGE OF ECDB WHICH CAN BE UTISED FOR GIVING A SO/PN

1.  
DATA QUALITY : The quality of data captured is vital for the success of any business operation involving data processing.  This is even more acute in ECDB where the clustering is done on the basis of information available in the system.  Incomplete or inaccurate data would give wrong weighted average and standard deviation for that cluster.  This gives misleading results in such an environment rendering the system unreliable.  The most important aspect of data quality for ECDB is the description of the goods, and the correct classification, the description should be complete and accurate, conforming to established standards (key words / characters describing the product, model, etc.)  represented in a consistent way at the appropriate columns of the declaration (DESC_GD01, DESC_ GD02 & DESC_GD03).
	field 

Description
	type
	length 
	validation 

	Description of goods 1
	c
	40
	M

	Description of goods2
	c
	40
	O

	Description of goods3
	c
	40
	O

	
	
	
	

	‘M’
	Field Value is Mandatory

	‘O’
	Field Value is Optional 


2.  
It has been noticed that exporters generally describe the goods in a general way based on the descriptions in the Drawback / DEPB  schedules.  Very often the specific description of goods and model / specification are missing.  Further, exporters classify the same product under different RITC headings.  The descriptions and the classification are hardly checked by the appraising officers, especially when the exporter claims EP benefit under DEPB/DBK.
3.
On submission, of export declaration, the Service Centre should check that all the relevant columns are filled up before admitting the declaration.  Upon admission, the Shipping Bills having items of export under Scheme Codes related to DEEC, DEPB, EPCG and DFRC are put in the Appraising Officers queue.  It is desirable that the AO verifies all the details w.r.t. description and RITC.  From Appraising Officer, the Shipping Bills are marked for goods registration.  In respect of the categories, which are marked to AC(Export), he should also do sample checks for ensuring the correct description and classification.
4. 
The Examining Officer should also verify the Shipping Bill particulars with the goods presented to capture all relevant information before the export is allowed.  These measures would certainly improve the data quality and enhance the effectiveness of ECDB.

5.
Usage of ECDB  :  The senior officers have the provision to monitor the usage of ECDB by offices who are dealing with clearance of S/B on daily basis.  The senior officers can look for no. of hits by each officer in usage of ECDB in that Custom House.

